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BG 4.13 
 

cātur-varṇyaḿ mayā sṛṣṭam ́

guṇa-karma-vibhāgaśah ̣

tasya kartāram api mām ́

viddhy akartāram avyayam 

 

According to the three modes of material nature and the 
work associated with them, the four divisions of human 
society are created by Me. And although I am the creator 
of this system, you should know that I am yet the nondoer, 
being unchangeable. 
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BRAHMINS 

priests 

KSHATRIYAS 

warriors 

VAISYAS 

Herders, farmers, merchants 

SUDRAS 

farm workers, servants, laborers 

FOUR VARNAS 
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FOUR ASHRAMAS 

BRAHMACHARYA 

(student life) 
GRIHASTA 

(household life) 

VANAPRASTHA 

(retired life) 

SANNYASA 

(renounced life) 
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VAISHNAVA 
(pure devotee) 

Pure devotee 

is above the 

four varnas 

and ashramas 
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