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SB 1.2.20: Thus established in the mode of unalloyed goodness, the man whose mind has been  
enlivened by contact with devotional service to the Lord gains positive scientific knowledge of the 
Personality of Godhead in the stage of liberation from all material association. 

1. Spiritual life is scientific (bhagavat-tattva-vijñānaṁ). 
1. It is science, true everywhere. 
2. No one can manufacture it. 

 Example: It is a science. Just like mathematics is a science and Two plus two 
equal to four everywhere. No one can make it five. (Spiritual life is scientific) 

3. It is not a sentiment. 
4. It has to be studied, it has to be practiced and it has to be realized. 
5. Results are obtained only by bhakti-yoga, not by any other yogas. (bhagavad-bhakti-

yogatah) 

 However one is situated, it elevates one to liberated platform. 
6. We should not get cheated to see God without following rules and regulations. (God is 

not so cheap) 
2. Attainment of scientific knowledge of Śrī Kṛṣṇa is very rare.  

1. In BG 7.3 it is said that out of many thousands of ordinary men, one fortunate man 
endeavors for perfection in life. 

 Mostly men are conducted by the modes of passion and ignorance 
o Engaged always in lust, desire, hankerings, ignorance and sleep. 

 Out of many such manlike animals, one tries to make life perfect by following 
the prescribed duties.  

o Two legs have been transformed into two hands. 
o Men in lower modes are like animals. 
o As the human form is developed from animals unless it is reformed, he 

remains an animal.  

 And out of many thousands of such, one may know scientifically about the 
Personality of Godhead, Śrī Kṛṣṇa. 

2. Example: One can speak on mundane matters forever and be dumb about spiritual 
subject matters. 

3. It is understood only by the process of devotional service (bhagavad-bhakti-yogatah)  

 The same is confirmed in Bhagavad Gita. (BG 18.55) 
4. Krsna does not give pure devotional service that easily. 

 He demands complete surrender. (sarva-dharmān parityajya, BG 18.66) 

 It is very difficult to understand Brahaman, Paramatma and Bhagavan. 

 Very confidential. (parama-guhyam, SB 2.9.31) 

 As He will be bound by that love.  
o “Throwing off my hand, O Krishna, You’ve run away – what is so 

wonderful about that? I’ll only consider You as strong as a man if You can 
escape from my heart!” – Srila Bilvamangala Thakura. 

5. As Krsna distributes Himself freely as Lord Caitanya, it is possible. 

 Analogy: To earn one million dollars is not so easy. But if we are fortunate to 
meet somebody who can distribute million dollars, it becomes very easy. (How 
to easily understand Krsna) 

 We have to follow the footsteps of Rupa Gosvami, rupanuga. Then we can 
understand Lord Caitanya. And if we get favor of Lord Caitanya, we can very 
easily understand Krsna. 
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 Lord is liberally offering himself in this age, but unfortunately we don’t have any 
taste for it. (I am so unfortunate) 

 We can show our gratitude by: 
o Having one-pointed attention (vyavasāyātmikā buddhir, BG 2.41). 
o Having only one desire.  
o Wanting Him more than anything else. 
o Making devotional service our highest priority. 
o Considering ourselves as devotees first. (First interest is to satisfy Krsna) 
o Cultivate Krsna consciousness and simultaneously give up unwanted 

things. (Two things in parallel) 
o Example: Lovers want to get married at any cost, come whatever may. 

3. Symptoms of one who has attained perfection of life are: 
1. He understands that he is not the product of matter but is in fact spirit. 
2. He ceases his material hankerings. (brahma-bhūtaḥ prasannātmā, BG 18.54) 
3. He becomes enlivened as a spiritual being. 

4. What is the qualification to know the Personality of Godhead? 
1. At least become a brahmana. 

 Be situated in the mode of goodness. 
o Stage of tranquility 
o Goodness means intelligence, prakasa.  

- One starts to think all bodily necessities are provided for in 
other forms of life, why should I spend time towards them. 

 Rise above the modes of passion and ignorance. 
o If mind is always disturbed and full of anxiety, then how can one 

understand God? 
o These modes cause one to be lazy, sleep more and be foolishly active. 

 Is situated in the highest stage of human life because of its good qualities. 

 Is also a conditioned soul – 
o The conception of Brahman or transcendence is realized. (Brahma janati 

iti brahmanah) 
o But the scientific knowledge of the Supreme Lord is lacking 
o Example: Brahmana and the Cobbler. 

2. Factually become a Vaiṣṇava. He is: 

 Freed from the contamination of the material modes. (mukta-sanga) 

 Always jubilant. (prasanna-manasah) 
o If I am not jolly, if I am not prasanna-manasa, that means maya has 

attacked me. If he is actually in contact with Krsna, how he can become 
morose?  

o If you are always put into anxiety, that is material life. 
o Analogy: Krsna is just like sunshine and maya is just like darkness. 

Wherever there is sunshine, there cannot be any possibility of darkness. 
So you keep always yourself in Krsna consciousness. Then there is no 
possibility of maya. (Maya and Krsna are side by side) 

 A brāhmaṇa by action.  
o Srila Bhaktisiddhanta established vaishnavas to be superior to the 

brahmanas. (Only a Vaiṣṇava is a true brāhmaṇa) 
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 Transcendentally situated even to the position of a brāhmaṇa. (Transcending 
the four varnas) 

o Example: Devotees can do any service, from cleaning restrooms to 
dressing the dieties. 

 A liberated soul. (mukta-sanga) 

 Situated in suddha-sattva or vasudeva stage. (How to beget Krsna) 

 Understands the Absolute Truth as a person, not impersonal. 
 

SB 1.2.21: Thus the knot in the heart is pierced, and all misgivings are cut to pieces. The chain of 
fruitive actions is terminated when one sees the self as master. 
With attainment of scientific knowledge of the Personality of Godhead: 

1. All speculations and misgivings about the Absolute Truth and the living beings is at once cleared 
off. 

1. There are a number of speculations and misgivings about the identity of the living being.  

 The materialist does not believe in the existence of the spirit self 

 Empiric philosophers believe in the impersonal feature of the whole spirit 
without individuality of the living beings.  

2. Real understanding is that the soul and the Supersoul are two different identities, 
qualitatively one but quantitatively different. (Achintya-bhedabheda-tattva) 

3. The devotee knows everything of the absolute and the relative truths perfectly. 
2. How does the devotee get the knowledge? 

1. Lord personally takes charge of illuminating the heart of His devotee. 

 Śrī Kṛṣṇa rising like the sun within the heart of the devotee removes the 
darkness of materialistic speculations about the Absolute Truth and the living 
beings. (teṣām evānukampārtham, BG 10.11) 

 However materially less qualified a devotee may be he is never ignorant. 
2. He submissively receives descending transcendental knowledge by sincere service and 

surrender. 

 Challenging attitude will not help 
3. The knot is untied by the Lord. (bhidyate hṛdaya-granthiś) 

1. What is the knot?                 

 Knot of spirit and matter (ahankara). 

 Sex life which leads to attachment. (Pumsah striya mithuni-bhavam etam) 
2. Analogy: Just as one who is condemned to death can be excused by the king or the 

president, similarly, if Krsna is pleased with us, he can excuse all our sinful reactions. 
(Krsna can excuse you) 

4. Sees his master and fully engages himself in the transcendental loving service of the Lord (dṛṣṭa 
evātmanīśvare). Thus he - 

1. Perfectly distinguishes spirit from matter. 
2. No longer falsely identifies himself with matter. 

5. Chain of fruitive action is terminated. (kṣīyante cāsya karmāṇi) 
1. Karma is leading us to take repeated births. 
2. To go back to spiritual world, all our karma should be terminated. 
3. By always acting for Krsna, we will not accrue any more karma. (BG 3.9) 

 Example: Chick peas, if you sow on the ground, it will fructify into a plant. But 
the same chick pea, if it is fried and sown, it will not fructify. (Fry up the karma) 
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4. Example: Dhruva maharaja wanted wealth from the Lord. After getting purified by 
devotional service, he no longer had that fruitive desire. 

6. All doubts are removed. (chidyante sarva-samsayah) 
1. People doubt if there is soul or not. 
2. People doubt when we say they are spirit not matter. 
3. Non-devotees have so many doubts - "Why I shall do this? Why I shall do that?"  


