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SB 1.2.1: Ugraśravā [Sūta Gosvāmī], the son of Romaharṣaṇa, being fully satisfied by the perfect questions of 
the brāhmaṇas, thanked them and thus attempted to reply. 
The sages of Naimiṣāraṇya asked Sūta Gosvāmī six questions, and so he is answering them one by one. 
 
SB 1.2.2: Śrīla Sūta Gosvāmī said: Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto that great sage [Śukadeva 
Gosvāmī] who can enter the hearts of all. When he went away to take up the renounced order of life 
[sannyāsa], leaving home without undergoing reformation by the sacred thread or the ceremonies observed 
by the higher castes, his father, Vyāsadeva, fearing separation from him, cried out, “O my son!” Indeed, only 
the trees, which were absorbed in the same feelings of separation, echoed in response to the begrieved 
father. 
 

     
1. Srī Sukadeva Gosvāmī did not undergo purificatory processes of the varṇasrama institution because: 

1. He was a liberated soul from his very birth. 
2. Ultimately the aim of varṇasrama - dharma is to turn a crude man into a pure devotee of the 

Lord, or a Vaiṣṇava and Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī was a Vaiṣṇava from the beginning. 
3. Anyone, who becomes a Vaiṣṇava accepted by the first-class Vaiṣṇava is already considered 

a brāhmaṇa, regardless of his birth or past deeds.  

 Srī Caitanya Mahāprabhu accepted this principle and recognized Srīla Haridāsa Ṭhākura 
as the ācārya of the holy name, although Ṭhākura Haridāsa appeared in a Mohammedan 
family.  

 Advaita acharya also, following in the footsteps of Srī Caitanya Mahaprabhu offers 
sraddha-patra to Haridas thakura instead of other brahmanas present (Vaishnava is 
greater than foremost brahmanas) 

4. Any lowborn person — be he a Kirāta, Hūṇa, Āndhra, Pulinda, Pulkasa, Ābhīra, Sumbha, Yavana, 
Khasa or even lower — can be delivered to the highest transcendental position by the mercy of 
Vaiṣṇavas. How is this possible? (kirāta-hūṇāndhra-pulinda-pulkaśā, SB 2.4.18)  

 One, who takes complete shelter of Supreme Pure Kṛṣṇa (vyapāśritya), also becomes 
pure (māṁ hi pārtha vyapāśritya, BG 9.32) 

o It is an aparadha to count past sinful activities against a sincerely practicing 
devotee (api cet su-durācāro, BG 9.30) 
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o Devotee’s material life is finished at the moment of initiation. That’s why 
his/her name is changed. 

 Devotional service and the guidance of a pure devotee are so strong that there is no 
discrimination between the lower and higher classes of men; anyone can take to it. 

o Prabhupada was asked - “What is our qualification to do all these things and to 
have all these things?” Prabhupada said very humbly that, “You have no 
qualifications; I’ve made your qualifications”. (I have made your qualifications) 

o We should not worry about our conditionings or limitations; mercy of Guru 
parampara is delivering us. Our effort is not all in all. 

o We should have faith in the instructions and simply follow them - “Along with 
the instructions of the spiritual master comes the ability to execute it”.  

 Srila Sanatana Gosvami says - “As one can transform kamsa, or bell metal, into gold by 
treating it with mercury, one can also turn a lowborn man into a brahmana by initiating 
him properly into Vaisnava activities." (Transforming bell metal into gold) 

o One’s position in varnashrama is based on one’s guna and karma, but not one’s 
janma and karma (guṇa-karma-vibhāgaśaḥ, BG 4.13) 

5. Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī was born a Vaiṣṇava, and therefore, brahminism was included in him.  

 Srila Bhaktisiddhanta proved that Vaishnavas are higher than the brahmanas. (Only a 
Vaiṣṇava is a true brāhmaṇa) 

2. Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī was the spiritual master of Srī Sūta Gosvāmī, who therefore offers his respectful 
obeisances unto Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī before he begins answering the sages’ questions. 

1. However advanced disciple is, he always sees himself as a humble servant of his spiritual master. 
Otherwise “again become a mouse” (punar musiko bhava) 

 
SB 1.2.3: Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto him [Śuka], the spiritual master of all sages, the son of 
Vyāsadeva, who, out of his great compassion for those gross materialists who struggle to cross over the 
darkest regions of material existence, spoke this most confidential supplement to the creamof Vedic 
knowledge, after having personally assimilated it by experience. 

1. Srīla Sūta Gosvāmī practically summarizes the complete introduction of Srīmad-Bhāgavatam. 
1. The Vedānta-sūtras, or the Brahma-sūtras, were compiled by Vyāsadeva with a view to 

presenting just the cream of Vedic knowledge. Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam is the original, natural 
commentary on this cream.  

 Srīla Vyāsadeva could foresee the misuse of the Vedānta-sūtra by unscrupulous men, 
and, therefore, he personally supplemented the Vedānta-sūtra with the Bhāgavata 
Purāṇa.  

 It is the one unrivaled commentary on Vedānta-sūtra - Srīpāda Saṅkarācārya of 
Mayavada School could not touch it. 

2. Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam is the only transcendental literature meant for those who 
are paramahaṁsas and completely freed from malice.  

 The envious Māyāvādī cannot have access to the Bhāgavatam. (Licking on a bottle of 
honey) 

 Only understandable by those devotees who are fully pure in the heart. (paramo 
nirmatsarāṇāṁ satāṁ, SB 1.1.2) 

3. Those who are really anxious to get out of this material existence may take shelter of this 
Bhāgavatam because it is uttered by the liberated Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī. 

 Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī was a thoroughly realized master on the Vedānta-sūtra, and 
consequently he also personally realized the commentary, Srīmad-Bhāgavatam.  
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 Srīla Vyāsadeva instructed the Bhāgavatam to Srīla Sukadeva Gosvāmī, his own son, who 
was already at the liberated stage of transcendence.  

 Srīla Sukadeva realized it personally and then explained it.  
4. It is the transcendental torchlight by which one can see perfectly the transcendental Absolute 

Truth realized as Brahman, Paramātmā and Bhagavān (vadanti tat tattva-vidas, SB 1.2.11). 
2. Materialistic men:  

1. Can never be happy. Their plans for happiness are baffled by the laws of material nature.  

 Grass is greener on the other side. 

 My incident: Concern about horoscopes during marriage. 
2. Are so foolish that they do not want to escape this materialistic world - the darkest region of 

God’s creation. 

 Analogy: They are compared to the camel who relishes thorny twigs because he likes 
the taste of the twigs mixed with blood. Similarly, the materialist although he is always 
harassed by his own material creations, he does not wish to escape. (Do not be like 
camels) 

3. Are called karmīs. Out of hundreds of thousands of karmīs, only a few may desire to get out of 
the labyrinth. Such intelligent persons are called jñānīs. (bahūnāṁ janmanām ante, BG 7.19) 

 
SB 1.2.4: Before reciting this Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, which is the very means of conquest, one should offer 
respectful obeisances unto the Personality of Godhead, Nārāyaṇa, unto Nara-nārāyaṇa Ṛṣi, the supermost 
human being, unto mother Sarasvatī, the goddess of learning, and unto Śrīla Vyāsadeva, the author. 

1. What is to be conquered? - The darkest region of material existence.  
1. The living being is in the state of forgetfulness of his relation with God due to his being overly 

attracted to material sense gratification from time immemorial. As a result his struggle for 
existence in the material world is perpetual (nitya-baddha).  

 People generally ask, “Tell me exactly when and how I have fallen”. Srila Prabhupada 
says, “Whatever may be our past, let us come to Krsna consciousness and immediately 
join Krsna. Just like with a diseased man, it is a waste of time to try to find out how he 
has become diseased, better to spend time curing the disease”. (Better spend time 
curing the disease) 

2. The only way to conquer this perpetual struggle for existence is to reestablish his eternal 
relation with God by taking shelter of literatures such as the Vedas and the Purāṇas.  

 The Purāṇas are supplementary explanations of the Vedas intended for different types 
of men. The Purāṇas are so divided that any class of men can take advantage of them 
and gradually regain their lost position and get out of the hard struggle for existence.  

 Best help we can do to a lost son is to bring him back to his rich father. (Take you to 
your father) 

3. Srīla Sūta Gosvāmī shows the way of chanting the Purāṇas. This may be followed by persons 
who aspire to be preachers of the Vedic literatures and the Purāṇas.  

4. Srīmad-Bhāgavatam is the spotless Purāṇa, and it is especially meant for them who desire to get 
out of the material entanglement permanently. 

 Studying Srīmad-Bhāgavatam is one of the five potent ways to attain love for Krsna.  
(Five principles that awaken one’s love for Krsna) 

 
SB 1.2.5: O sages, I have been justly questioned by you. Your questions are worthy because they relate to Lord 
Kṛṣṇa and so are of relevance to the world’s welfare. Only questions of this sort are capable of completely 
satisfying the self. 
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1. In the Bhāgavatam the Absolute Truth is to be known. The questions of the sages of Naimiṣāraṇya are 
proper and just, because they pertain to Kṛṣṇa, the Absolute Truth.  

2. Significance of questions about Krsna: 
1. The questions that pertain to Kṛṣṇa are the sum and substance of all the Vedic inquiries. (vedaiś 

ca sarvair aham eva vedyo, BG 15.15). 
2. Kṛṣṇa is our most intimate master, friend, father or son and object of conjugal love. Questions 

and answers about Kṛṣṇa give us complete satisfaction. 
3. Forgetting Kṛṣṇa, we have created so many objects of questions and answers, but none of them 

are able to give us complete satisfaction. 
4. Questions about Krsna are beneficial to all kinds of people (loka-hitam). (Questions about Krsna 

are loka-hitam) 
3. Speciality of the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam:  

1. As it deals with questions and answers that are related to Kṛṣṇa, one can derive the highest 
satisfaction only by reading and hearing this transcendental literature. 

2. By learning the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, one can make an all-around solution to all problems 
pertaining to social, political or religious matters.  

3. Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam and Kṛṣṇa are the sum total of all things. 
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